Causes of the Great War (WWI) 
	Underlying Concept of Know:  The Breakdown of Otto Von Bismarck’s (guy who unified Germany) diplomacy

  Why did Bismarck develop specific ideas about international politics after the unification of Germany?

What were some tenants of Bismarck’s diplomacy?
Cause: Militarism  

           What was the Alliance System?

Three Emperors’ League, 1881

            The Triple Alliance, 1882

Reinsurance Treaty, 1887

 Why did Bismarck’s alliance system start to break down?  

Why?
	· He wasn’t stupid!  

· Knew that a strong, unified Germany was a threat to the balance of power. 

· Bismarck did things to convince other powers (particularly Great Britain) that a strong Germany was nothing to fear

· Also knew France would be out for REVENGE for the Franco-Prussian war!

· Leave France isolated and w/o allies (knew making friends w/France was a lost cause ()

· Suck up to Russia so that France and Russia never form an alliance.

· No German navy!  (don’t compete w/Britain on the high seas)

· Avoid colonial empire (Does he stick to this?  Hint…Berlin conference)

· Make sure Germany has solid alliances with at least 2 of 5 major powers (G.B., Austria-Hungary, Russia, France, Germany) 
· Glorification of the military

· Glorification of military values:  honor, courage, “team” attitude 

· Build up of large, well-trained armies

· Schlieffen Plan:  Germany’s plan for fighting a 2 front war – defeat France quickly and then tackle Russia
· The Alliance system 

· Anglo-German Naval Arms Race

· A system of formal, often secret, agreements between the European powers, in which each nation pledged to support its ally in the case of war.
· Germany + Austria-Hungary + Russia 

· This alliance was formed by Bismarck  but didn’t last because Russia and A-H had disagreements over the Balkans
· Germany + Austria-Hungary + Italy
· Germany + Russia

· Kaiser Wilhelm II ascended the throne of Germany in 1888 and …
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	Kaiser Wilhelm II
What types of stupid things did Wilhelm II do?

Why are Wilhelm’s slip ups important?  

                                         Triple Entente

Nationalism

                       Why is Serbia Important?

                      What is Pan Slavism?

                         What is a Slav anyway?

Why do historians call the Balkans the “powder keg of Europe? (p. 209 in text)
The Spark

How did the assassination of Archduke Ferdinand lead to a world war?  (Leaders were assassinated all the time back then.) 

How does it go down?  
	· Complex personality

· Aggressive, boasting, and sometimes a bully in public, sweet and vulnerable with family

· Crippled arm may have had a hand in this – had to act like tough Prussian gentleman at all times

· Fired Bismarck

· Started to build a navy that could compete with the British (Anglo-German Arms Race)
· Let the reinsurance treaty slip…Russia made an alliance w/France 
· Aggressive against France in Africa (1st and 2nd Moroccan Crises)
Many nations thought Germany was becoming a threat, so they formed the Triple Entente
Great Britain + Russia + France

· Nationalism was causing the Ottoman and Austro-Hungarian Empires to crumble as ethnic minorities wanted their independence from the empires

· Independence from Ottomans in 1878

· Wanted to create a larger Slavic state

· Wanted Bosnia and Herzegovina because Slavs lived there and Serbia would have access to Adriatic Sea

· Austria Hungary annexed B and H in 1908, ticking Serbia off

The idea that all Slavs should be unified under the Russia, the traditional “leader of the Slavs”

Eastern European ethnic group including Russians, Ukrainians, Czechs, Poles, Bosnians, Serbs, Bulgarians, etc.

June 28, 1914 – The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo

Killed by Serbian terrorist group 

· Alliance System

· Europeans wanted to fight sooner rather than later

· Most nations thought a short war would be a good thing, so not really trying to avoid. 

· Austria angry at Serbia, goes to Ger. For support.  

· Ger. Gives Austria a “blank check” of support

· Austria gives Serbia an ultimatum

· Serbia didn’t accept the entire thing

· A-H declared war of Serbia

· Russia not allow A-H to have unilateral control of Balkans nor give up role as protector of Slavs

· July 29 Russia ordered partial mobilization.  Organizational nightmare!  Full mobilization on the 30th
· July 31 – Germany sent Russia an ultimatum demanding demobilization within 12 hours and asked France what it would do in the event of war between Russia and Germany

· France said it would act in its own interests.  Mobilized but held troops 6 mi. from German frontier

· August 1, Germany mobilized and declared war on Russia.  Invaded Luxemburg and sent ultimatum to Belgium
· August 3, Ger. Dec. war on France and invaded Belgium

· August 4, Great Britain dec. war on Germany

· Only Italy was neutral.  

· 48 hrs later 2 million soldiers were under orders.   

The Great War (WWI) had begun.  


Summary:

